
By Abby Hooven
A slew of  injuries left 

the Warriors short-hand-
ed in a 43-12 loss to Berea
on Thursday.

Eminence had several 
players ailing after its 
loss to Frankfort on Oct. 
7, which carried over into 
this week’s matchup.

“We had several inju-
ries that impacted us on
both sides of  the ball. I 
don’t think that we came 
mentally ready to play 
this week, and I believe
that cost us early,” said 
head coach Ryan Jones.

Most notably, starting 
quarterback Blaze Berry 
missed the game with a 
wrist injury.

“His absence had a big
impact on us. He is like 
another coach on the
field and has a lot of  expe-
rience. It is always tough
when you lose a leader, 
but especially when it is 
your QB,” said Jones.

His absence wasn’t 
confirmed until later in
the week, and with the
game moved to Thursday, 
the Warriors had a short 
amount of  time to adjust.

“We planned to use
both Tanner Malone and
Vince Dentinger at QB.
Vince has some experi-
ence playing quarterback
in the past, so we will
lean heavily on him mov-
ing forward,” said Jones.

Dentinger finished 6-of-

22 for 19 yards with one
interception and five car-
ries for two yards.

Malone had two catch-
es for five yards and four 
carries for eight yards as
well.

Berea led 7-0 after the
opening quarter. The 
Warriors got on the
board with 9:24 remain-
ing in the second quarter 
on a 5-yard touchdown 
run from Jarren Beverly.

Beverly left the game 
early due to injury but
finished with 11 carries 
for 37 yards.

Once he exited, Trey
Starks stepped up to take
the bulk of  the carries.

“Trey is a freshman 
and came in and ran the 
ball hard,” said Jones.

He ended the game with 
12 carries for 37 yards.

The Pirates held a 22-6
edge at halftime before
scoring two touchdowns
in the third quarter to
lead 36-6.

Eminence had a huge 
pick six in the fourth 
quarter to cut into the
lead. Dominic Tillett
snagged a Berea pass and
returned it 60 yards to 
score with 7:14 left in the
game.

“Dominic Tillett
stepped up and had a sol-
id game. He made a big 
play getting an intercep-
tion and running it back
for a touchdown early in

the fourth quarter,” said
Jones. 

Tillett also had two re-
ceptions for 13 yards.

After last week’s loss,
Jones hoped to see the ef-
fort level against the Pan-
thers translate into the
Berea game. The number
of  injuries, though, af-
fected the intensity and 
mentality of  the team.

“I think the injuries 
took a mental toll on us,
this week. Like I said we
weren’t mentally ready
to play, and I think that
affected our effort. We
played hard, but it wasn’t 
with the same intensity 
and focus that we had
against Frankfort,” said 
Jones. “That is part of  
being a young team, and
having some of  our start-
ers out. It is just another 
thing that we have to 
learn from. Unfortunate-
ly, injuries are a part of  
the game, and we have 
to understand that when 
someone goes down, its
next man up and we have
to be ready to step in and 
get it done.”

The Warriors fall to 0-8 
on the season and 0-2 in 
district play.

Eminence returns 
home on Oct. 21 for se-
nior night against Ken-
tucky Country Day at 7:30 
p.m.

Injuries plague Warriors in loss
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By Abby Hooven
When Henry County’s 

district alignment shifted 
a couple years ago, head 
coach Matt Wright re-
ceived “condolence calls” 
telling him the Wildcats 
would never finish above 
fourth in the stacked dis-
trict.

The callers may want to 
rethink their sentiments.

After easily taking 
down DeSales and West-
ern Hills, Henry County 
put its shot at finishing 
second in the district on 
the line at Mercer County 
on Friday. 

In a “Friday Night 
Lights” television type 
of  ending, Ray Matthews 
pushed his way just in-
side the end zone on 
fourth-and-goal in over-
time to lift the Wildcats 
to a 41-38 win over the 
Titans.

“It was one of  those 
things where it was back-
and-forth, back-and-forth. 
We knew it was going to 
be a close game and high-
ly contested, and it was 
just a matter of, ‘Were 
we gonna make the plays 
when we needed to?’ We 
gave up a lot and we made 
some mistakes, but ulti-
mately found the plays 
that we needed to win the 
game,” said Wright.

The dramatics of  the 
final play were a drastic 
shift from the opening 
minutes of  the game. 
Henry gave up a 17-yard 

touchdown run by Ash-
ton Drakeford on Mer-
cer’s first drive and the 
Titans recovered a Blaik 
Nation fumble on the 
Wildcats’ opening drive 
to regain possession.

Once the Wildcats set-
tled into the game, both 
sides of  the ball ramped 
up the intensity. The de-
fense forced a fumble on 
a punt return, allowing 
the offense to take over 
five yards from the goal. 
Matthews punched the 
ball in from three yards 
out to score and Morgan 
Wilson’s extra point knot-
ted the game at 7-7.

Matthews, who had 
three touchdowns in last 
week’s blowout win over 
Western Hills, finished 
with four touchdowns 
and accounted for several 
crucial stops on the de-
fensive end, including a 
huge sack to force a punt 
in the second quarter.

When the Wildcats 
needed a play, they often 
turned to Matthews to 
bully his way through the 
defense to pick up first 
downs. On multiple runs, 
more than one Titan com-
bined to bring him down. 
During one specific run, 
it took six defenders to 
bring Matthews to the 
ground.

“He was the hot hand 
the whole game. I mean, 
they were having a hard 
time tackling him when 
he was running hard,” 

said Wright.
Mercer regained the 

lead on a 55-yard touch-
down run by Morgan 
Pennington, but Henry 
quickly put up seven 
points of  its own as Luke 
Lyons returned the kick-
off  the length of  the field 
for a touchdown. 

Jordan King connected 
with Landon Robins for 
an 11-yard touchdown to 
give Henry a 21-14 lead 
going into halftime.

“The offense was able 
to move and continue to 
get better throughout the 
game and score enough 
to win the game,” said 
Wright. “That’s fun.”

Matthews continued 
his rampage early in the 
second half, running for a 
1-yard touchdown to push
the lead to 28-14.

Denim Griffeth, the 
main ball carrier for 
Mercer, cut the lead to 
seven on the next drive. 
He found an opening in 
the defense and ran for 18 
yards to the end zone. 

Matthews, Nation and 
Trenton Hardy account-
ed for most of  the snaps 
on the ensuing drive, 
along with a couple pass-
es to Lyons. The Wildcats 
faced fourth-and-one at 
the 30-yard line, but Mat-
thews was stopped short 
to force a turnover on 
downs.

A 39-yard pass from 
Thaddeus Mays to Drak-

Wildcats earn district runner-up in overtime thriller

By Abby Hooven
Henry County’s re-

cord-breaking year came 
to a close in a 4-1 home 
loss against Woodford 
County in the Eighth Re-
gion tournament on Oct. 
10. 

The Wildcats came 
into the matchup on a 
14-game winning streak, 
the best in program his-
tory. 

“They (Woodford) 
have a been a perennial 
soccer powerhouse in 
the state for a long time. 

They have a mature 
grassroots program, and 
all of  their players play 
on select travel teams,” 
said head coach Justin 
Toole. 

The Yellow Jackets 
entered Monday’s game 
ranked second in the 
Eighth Region in “Rat-
ings Percentage Index” 
(RPI). A team’s RPI mea-
sures its strength com-
pared to other teams 

and is largely based on 
strength of  schedule. 

Woodford’s tactical of-
fense wasted no time get-
ting on the board. Diego 
Leon netted a cross-goal 
shot to the left corner to 
give the Yellow Jackets a 
1-0 lead two minutes into 
the game.

Four minutes later, 
Henry evened the score. 
Jorge Ordonez took a 
shot as the goalkeeper 
for Woodford moved for-
ward, and the ball rolled 
uncontested past the 
goalkeeper into the net 
with 34:20 to go in the 
first half.

Both defenses clamped 
down for the remainder 
of  the half. The Yellow 
Jacket defense swarmed 
Ordonez and Finn Ho-
epner any time the two 
came near the ball, mak-
ing shot opportunities 
few and far between. 

“Finn Hoepner was 
physical in the middle of  

the field and fought hard 
to win the ball,” said 
Toole.

Woodford’s offense 
managed to control pos-
session for most of  the 
opening half  and threat-
ened near the goal sev-
eral times. Yet, each shot 
was either deflected, 
high or wide of  the goal 
or went straight into 
the hands of  goalkeeper 
Andy Johnson.

“The defense in the 
first half  was fine. They 
got one early goal be-
cause our safety was out 
of  position and we got 
beat on a breakaway,” 
said Toole. 

Around the 13-min-
ute mark, Woodford ap-
peared to break the tie 
on a wide-open goal from 
Enrique Ayala, but the 
goal was waived off  due 
to an offsides call.

After holding off  the 

Wildcats’ historic season
ends in quarterfinals
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Kyle Gillingham nabs a pass between two defenders for a first down. The Wild-
cats scored two plays later to take the lead.
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Vince Dentinger assumed the quarterback role against Berea on Thursday. Blaze 
Berry missed the game with an injury.

Photo by Abby Hooven
Jorge Ordonez contends with a Yellow Jacket to secure possession on a header.

See SOCCER page A8
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eford put Mercer near the 
goal on the following pos-
session. A sack and an 
incomplete pass put the 
Titans in a third-and-13 
situation, but Mays 
found Drakeford again 
for a 27-yard touchdown 
to tie the game with 7:40 
remaining in regulation.

The Wildcats coun-
tered with an 11 play, 80-
yard drive featuring sev-
en carries by Matthews, 
including the 1-yard 
carry for the touchdown 
with 1:51 to go.

A face mask call 
against Henry on Mer-
cer’s first play of  its drive 
and several completed 
passes moved the Titans 
down the field. The final 
pass, a 10-yard launch to 
Wade Lane, and the com-
pleted PAT tied the game 
at 35-35 with 22.9 seconds 
left.

Henry only got one 
play off  before the end 
of  regulation, a four-yard 
carry by Hardy.

Mercer took the field 
first in overtime, and the 
Wildcat defense came 
away with the biggest 
stop of  the game, and pos-
sibly the year. Griffeth 
was brought down for a 
loss of  three yards and a 
false start against the Ti-
tans pushed them back to 
the 18-yard line. Two in-
complete passes brought 
up fourth-and-18, and 
Jase Coconaugher hit a 
field goal to put Mercer 
ahead 38-35.

“When we look at the 
team effort, we had the 
turnover on the punt ear-
lier in the game that led 
to a touchdown. You have 

a kickoff  return that 
ends up being a touch-
down. Your defense has 
a couple big stands, has 
the biggest stand at the 
end there in overtime,” 
Wright said.

The Wildcats used 
two carries to get to the 
1-yard line. Out of  a 
Mercer County timeout, 
Henry was stopped just 
shy of  the goal line to 
bring up fourth-and-goal. 
Wright called a timeout, 
and rather than play it 
safe with a field goal, he 
decided to put his O-line 
to the test.

“I don’t want to look 
back and say I didn’t put 
the game on the offensive 
line,” said Wright. “We 
called timeout on that 
fourth-down play, I said, 
‘Hey we’re putting it on 
you O-line, move them, 
we’re giving the ball to 
Ray, put it in the end 
zone,’ and it was close but 
he got in. He definitely 

got in.”
With the protection 

of  the O-line, Matthews 
found the end zone, and 
after a quick pause by 
the referees to inspect 
the pile, the touchdown 
was confirmed, much to 
the dismay of  the Mercer 
County coaches.

“It was a great team ef-
fort, a great team win,” 
said Wright.

Unlike the previous 
district matchups with 
running clocks, Henry 
needed every second to 
emerge on the winning 
side. 

“The last few games 
have not been competi-
tive, and that’s the big 
thing too, to be able to 
compete with a program 
that’s got a lot of  history. 
To be competitive in this 
district, you’re gonna 
have to beat teams that 
have a lot of  history that 
are established and have 
had some wins,” said 

Wright. 
According to the KH-

SAA website, the win was 
the first against Mercer 
at least since 1999 when 
KHSAA’s records first 
show a matchup between 
the two schools. 

The thrilling end also 
secured the status that 
many saw as impossible: 
district runner-up. With 
that accomplishment, the 
Wildcats will also host a 
playoff  game for the first 
time in years.

“To be able to be dis-
trict runner-up and win 
against these other good 
teams, I mean that’s 
huge. It’s big for our pro-
gram to show that we can 
play with anybody, that 
we’re not competing for 
just making it in, that 
we’re going to win it,” 
said Wright. “It’s huge 
for us in the future. It’s 
huge for us now. I’m so 
proud of  the kids.”

Photo by Abby Hooven
Goalkeeper Andy Johnson launches a free kick to-
ward the opposite end of the field.

Yellow Jackets for the 
first 40 minutes, Wood-
ford began to take ad-
vantage of  its increased 
momentum. 

Twice, Johnson swat-
ted away a goal attempt 
just to see a Yellow Jack-
et swoop in and score off  
the deflection. The first 
game with 35:29 to go 
and put Woodford in the 
lead 2-1.

The second occurred 
with 18:18 left in the 
game. Johnson deflected 
a free kick before Wood-
ford knocked the ball in 
on the rebound.

Henry had few shot 
attempts in the second 
half  as errors and calls 
against them piled up. 
Most breakaway runs for 
Ordonez or Hoepner re-
sulted in an offsides call. 

“The second half, it re-
ally felt like the refs took 
the game away from us, 
taking all momentum, 

and chances we had 
to score were negated 
by offsides calls,” said 
Toole.

Foul calls on both 
teams, especially the 
Wildcats, ramped up as 
well. Hoepner and Domi-
nic Escobar picked up 
yellow cards during ag-
gressive plays, and Esco-
bar was ejected as it was 
his second yellow card 
of  the night.

Henry was left to play 
with 10 players for the 
remainder of  the game 
as a result.

“That really was the 
nail in the coffin. Hard 
to beat a top team in the 
state when you’re down 
one player,” Toole said.

Woodford padded the 
lead with 11:28 remain-
ing. The Yellow Jackets 
went around a diving 
Johnson for an open shot 
to secure the win and a 
spot in the semifinals of  
the tournament.

Johnson ended with 11 
saves, bringing his total 
to 231 for the season. 

Toole credited several 
other players for their 
performances, includ-
ing Mariano Rivera and 
Daniel Arroyo.

“Mariano Rivera saved 
his best game for the re-
gional tournament.  He 
played like his hair was 
on fire all night. He will 
be a big part of  the pro-
gram going forward,” 
said Toole. “Daniel Ar-
royo was a solid at CM 
line as he has been all 
year.”  

Arroyo was named to 
the Eighth Region All-
Tournament team.

Though the season 
ended, the Wildcats ac-
complished many feats 
in a historic year. Along 
with the longest winning 
streak in program histo-

ry, Henry also recorded 
the most goals in a sea-
son with 71. 

Ordonez accounted for 
28 of  the 71 goals with 
Hoepner following him 
with 16.

Most of  all, the conclu-
sion of  the season marks 
the end of  the storied 
high school careers of  
nine seniors: Johnson, 
Escobar, Arroyo, Collin 
King, DJ Leatherwood, 
Zack Newton, Michael 
Padgette, John-Thomas 
Redman and Anthony 
Taft.

The Wildcats finish 
the season with a 15-5-2 
record. 
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Ray Matthews hurdles his teammate to gain yardage. Matthews finished with 
four touchdowns, including the game-winner in overtime.
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By Abby Hooven
Normally, the Emi-

nence volleyball crowd 
and student section re-
mains a steady force 
throughout matches, con-
stantly filling the gymna-
sium with cheers and ap-
plause. 

Thursday night’s 
matchup with William-
stown was a more hushed 
atmosphere on and off  
the court than usual, but 
the Warriors made some 
noise by the end of  the 
evening. 

The Warriors shook 
off  a slow start to sweep 
the Lady Demons 2-0, 25-
21 and 25-15, to end the 
regular season.

“Really, really slow 
start,” said head coach 
Eddie Sweeney. “The en-
ergy was low I think in 
the building, and bench 
was quiet, crowd was 
quiet, we were quiet, 
and that’s fall break. We 
dug deep, found a way to 
win.”

Three huge slams for 
senior Megan Sweeney 
and a kill on the right 
side for Tessa Stenger 
prompted a William-
stown timeout down 7-3 
in the first set. Follow-
ing a solo block for Sara 

Welch in the middle, the 
Lady Demons rattled off  
five points in a row to tie 
the set.

Williamstown’s Abby 
Knarr kept Eminence out 
of  system during the run, 
earning two aces along 
the way. The scoring 
spree ended when Knarr 
sent a serve just long. 

Sweeney and Stenger 
picked up back-to-back 
kills to break a 9-9 tie be-
fore a tip kill for setter 
Jenna Carter and a back 
row kill for Sweeney 
pushed the lead to 14-10.

Yet, the Lady Demons 
crawled back into the 
game, taking the lead 15-
14 on three kills and two 
errors by Lauren Thom-
as.

The set remained tight 
until Eminence returned 
from a timeout down 
18-17. Julia Dentinger 
stepped up with a huge 
service run to separate 
the Warriors for good. 
Stenger ended the tight 
opening set with an out-
side kill.

Neither team led by 
more than two points 
to start the second set. 
Williamstown found an 
open spot in the middle 
of  the court on several 

occasions in the first and 
second sets to earn easy 
points before Eminence 
switched its blocking 
plan.

“We had to make some 
adjustments. We stopped 
blocking two and just 
blocked one to help cover 
short middle, which we 
got burned on a few times 
early,” said Sweeney. “We 
made that adjustment 
and that made a big dif-
ference of  just keeping 
the ball in play and not 
missing out on those 
balls.”

Once Eminence cov-
ered the center of  the 
court, plays lasted longer 
and the Warriors kept 
Williamstown from pick-
ing up points in that zone.

A roll shot kill on the 
outside by Marisa Del-
gado pushed the War-
rior lead to five midway 
through the second set. 

Following an error, 
Eminence put together a 
5-0 run to break open the 
set, using a Carter ace 
and kills by Sweeney and 
Delgado.

Delgado finished with 
five kills.

“We served really, re-
ally well. I feel like we 
defended well. Didn’t 

get burned on too many 
short balls,” said Swee-
ney. “Pretty proud of  the 
night overall.”

The lead stretched to 
eight on a smart play at 
the net from senior Sara 
Welch. She quickly bat-
ted down an overpass 
to give Eminence a 21-
13 edge. Welch’s quick 
thinking on overpass 
plays paid off  multiple 
times throughout the 
night.

The Warriors may have 
started quiet, but went 
out with a bang, end-
ing the game with three 
straight kills to secure its 
eighth consecutive win. 

Sweeney led all hitters 
with 15 kills. She tacked 
on seven digs, follow-
ing behind Dentinger in 
that category. Dentinger 
picked up 13 digs and two 
service aces.

Eminence finishes the 
regular season with a 
23-7 record and looks to 
defend its 31st district ti-
tle as postseason begins.

“We’re excited. We got 
the No. 1 seed in the dis-
trict, so we’ll have a bye 
on Monday,” said Swee-
ney.

Warriors cap off regular season with sweep
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Megan Sweeney shuts down a Lady Demon attack.
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Marisa Del-
gado earned 
five kills in 
the win over 
William-
stown.
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